Writing Workshop Etiquette
Format:

· Read poem out loud
· Allow a moment of silence for reactions to settle. This prevents somebody speaking up quickly and setting a different agenda from your own initial reactions
· Give feedback. Begin with the positives or what’s working well
· Writer can ask questions at the end, if he or she chooses 
For the writer being critiqued:

· Listen and stay engaged. Take notes
· Keep gestures and body language respectful
· No speaking until the end. Don’t use this time to defend or retaliate
· Keep in mind that the writing, and not you or your experience, is being workshopped

For those providing feedback:
· Do not use the pronoun, you. Instead say: the narrator, the speaker, this poem, etc.
· The poem should be able to stand on its own. Therefore, refer back to the text for your comments. Give precise examples for negative and positive points. Do not just simply say I like this or I did not
· Stay constructive. Try to see what the poem is doing or trying to do. Is this poem succeeding? Is everything working? Remember there is no “right” quality to a piece of writing
· Use terms from the book. Pay attention to craft techniques
· Keep criticism professional and tone appropriate; don’t use this time to vent
· Do not rewrite the poem for the writer
